February was a less congenial month than January for there were some sharp c?ld spells and on the 10th and 11th there was rain followed by snow, while on the 13th there was snow followed by sleet on the 14th. These conditions have not been "without effect on the vital statistics of the City for the death rate during the month Was 17.6 compared with 14.9 for January and 16.4 a year ago when there was a Moderate prevalence of influenza.
There was, however, some evidence of influenza this year as indicated by the 16 deaths which compares with 34 a year ago ; the respective figures for mortality iroiii pneumonia were 60 against 80. The higher total mortality was contributed to b>7 the greater number of deaths from bronchitis and other respiratory diseases, namely 117 compared with 68 a year ago ; an indication that a prolonged severe spell of cold weather may have a serious effect on the mortality for the City in view ?f the increasing number of persons at older age groups.
Mortality from pulmonary tuberculosis, 101, was 13 more than in January but less by 7 than the number occurring a year ago.
Mortality from infectious diseases was again absent except for one death from cerebro-spinal fever. With regard to the cases registered, the total for scarlet fever at 200 was 40 in excess of the figure for the preceding year but cases of diphtheria were less numerous. 41 compared with 53. There is an indication of a slight prevalence in measles, the number being 198 compared with 80 in January and rubella was also more prevalent in a like degree. Cases of whooping cough are becoming more numerous with 169 registered in February compared with 57 in January and 667 a year ago. Chickenpox maintains its usual heavy incidence.
Deaths of infants under one year numbered 86 compared with 99 a year ago and against 76 in January. Most of these were due to causes included in the group of congenital malformations, prematurity, etc., a few were from penumonia and only 11 from diarrhoea and enteritis.
